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New system coming soon 

The current Development Plan consists of NPF4 and four local development plans (LDPs): the Highland-wide LDP (HwLDP), the Inner Moray Firth LDP (IMFLDP), the Caithness and Sutherland LDP (CaSPlan), and the West Highlands and Islands LDP (WestPlan).

.   .   .   .

[Once the proposed reforms are completed], the Development Plan in Highland will comprise two 

documents: the new National Planning Framework (this part, prepared by Scottish 

Government, is now in place – NPF4) and a new Highland Local Development Plan (HLDP).  

When adopted, the HLDP will replace our HwLDP and our three individual ‘area’ LDPs. 

.   .   .   .
Also, under the new system, Highland Council will lead the formal preparation of a Regional 

Spatial Strategy; whilst communities will have opportunity to prepare Local Place Plans and 

submit them to Highland Council, to be taken into account when the HLDP is prepared.

.   .   .   .

Local Place Plans 

The Scottish Government has introduced Local Place Plans (LPPs) so that communities can 

have a more direct role in the decisions that influence their local community. 

We are inviting community-led groups to create their own Local Place Plans, so that 

communities can express their aspirations for development or the use of land in their local 

area. To see information on preparing, submitting, and registering Local Place Plans, please 

visit our Local Place Plans webpage at: www.highland.gov.uk/localplaceplans
  .   .   .   .

We will keep a register of Local Place Plans that have been created and submitted by 

communities in Highland. This register will be made publicly available so that anyone can 

readily see if there is a Local Place Plan for their area. Once registered, we have a legal 

responsibility to take Local Place Plans into account while preparing our Local Development 

Plan. If you have any questions about Local Place Plans or to submit your Local Place Plan, 

please email us at:  lpp@highland.gov.uk .
